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HARDWELL
Few artists have shaped dance music as profoundly, or torn up their own rulebook as bravely, as the Dutch DJ, producer, label boss and all-round electronic lifer from Breda. Two decades in, Hardwell is still treating each new phase of his career less like a victory lap and more like another opportunity to push harder, faster and louder. 

Hardwell’s story starts early. As a teenager, he was already a regular behind the decks in clubs across The Netherlands, signing his first record deal at 14 and honing a sound built for small, sweaty rooms rather than stadium spectacle. However, that soon changed. As the EDM wave surged into the 2010s, his high-octane, melodic take on big room exploded onto the global stage. By 25, he’d been voted the World’s #1 DJ twice in succession, in 2013 and 2014; a coronation that cemented his status as one of the defining artists of that era, even as he quietly positioned himself outside its clichés.

The anthems came in relentless waves. Tracks like ‘Spaceman’, ‘Apollo’ and ‘Run Wild’ didn’t just dominate mainstages; they helped set the emotional language of modern festival music. Around them, Hardwell developed a parallel lane of cross-genre collaborations, pulling pop and R&B artists into his orbit with Craig David, Jason Derulo, Jay Sean, Austin Mahone and more, while his remix work for Rihanna, Calvin Harris, Moby, Ellie Goulding, U2, J Balvin and Coldplay underlined how he could move between the dance underground and global chart pop with ease. At the same time, alliances with peers such as Tiësto, Armin van Buuren, Dimitri Vegas & Like Mike, Steve Aoki and Afrojack kept him anchored to club culture, trading ideas with the very artists reshaping it in real time.

His 2015 debut album, United We Are, was a turning point: less a loose collection of singles, more a statement of intent. It provided the backbone for his first world tour concept, the I Am Hardwell world tours, which between 2014 and 2016 saw him headline 62 dates across 21 countries, selling out venues from Madison Square Garden to Brixton Academy. Here, Hardwell blew straight past the idea of a standard DJ set choosing to fully explore his creativity, delivering multi-hour sets, custom-built visuals, and a sense of journey that pulled fans from soaring euphoria into darker, more intense territory.

Then, at the height of that success, he walked away. In 2018, after more than a decade of non-stop touring, Hardwell announced a sabbatical, a rare moment of silence from a usually omnipresent figure. Before stepping off the grid, he delivered one of the most distinctive shows of his career: a one-off Amsterdam Dance Event concert at the Ziggo Dome with the Metropole Orkest Symphony, stitching together a timeline of dance music that wove pop, jazz and electronics into a single, widescreen narrative. It was a reminder that beneath the fireworks and pyro was an artist fascinated by the architecture of sound, not just the spectacle that surrounds it.

When he returned in 2022, it wasn’t with a gentle easing-in but with a total reset. His unannounced headline set at Ultra Music Festival Miami reintroduced Hardwell as something darker and more ferocious, leaning into a harder, techno-inflected sound built around punishing low-end and dystopian synth work. That evolution crystallised on his second artist album, REBELS NEVER DIE – a release that played out like a manifesto. Tracks such as ‘BROKEN MIRROR’ and ‘INTO THE UNKNOWN’ fused the melodic DNA longtime fans recognised with a tougher, industrial edge, channelling introspection and aggression into music designed for the biggest stages on Earth.

The accompanying world tour proved the gamble had paid off. Across packed dates from Ultra Europe in Croatia and Atlas Arena in Poland to Soundstorm in Saudi Arabia, Untold in Romania, Ushuaïa Ibiza, Creamfields and multiple weekends at Tomorrowland, Hardwell reaffirmed his position at the top of the festival bill – but as an evolved version of himself. The sets hit harder and dug deeper; the show design embraced the moodiness and grit of his new sound, bringing a mainstage techno energy to crowds that had grown up on his earlier big-room era.

That momentum carried into 2023 as he broadened his sonic universe again. Studio sessions with Afrojack, Space 92, Maddix, Nicky Romero, Timmy Trumpet and hardstyle titans Sub Zero Project saw Hardwell blurring the lines between techno, big-room, trance and hardstyle, while high-voltage reworks for David Guetta & Benny Benassi and Calvin Harris & Ellie Goulding showed he remained one of the most in-demand remixers in dance music. His nods to the classics, from reimagining 4Strings’ ‘Take Me Away’ to flipping Tomcraft’s 2002 anthem ‘Loneliness’ into a peak-time weapon, confirmed that his obsession with dance music history runs as deep as his drive to push it forward. 





On the airwaves, he staged another comeback. Hardwell On Air, his long-running radio show that had paused in 2021, roared back in 2023 after a two-and-a-half-year break. For a decade, the show had been a key tastemaker in the global EDM ecosystem; its return, now syndicated on FM worldwide and streamed via YouTube, re-established it as a launchpad for new music and emerging artists. By 2024, it had been recognised as one of the top three most popular dance radio shows in the world, underlining Hardwell’s continued influence not just as a performer, but as a curator and gatekeeper for the next wave. 

In the studio, 2024 kept his release schedule relentless. Tracks like ‘16’, ‘XTC’, ‘I’m The Devil’, and the vocal-led, bass-heavy techno anthem ‘No Sleep’ with Sarah de Warren showcased a producer as comfortable writing for underground-leaning stages as he is for global pop-leaning festivals. Remixes of David Guetta & OneRepublic’s ‘I Don’t Wanna Wait’ and Nifra & 2 Unlimited’s ‘Control Your Body’, plus a future-facing collaboration with hardstyle stalwart Outsiders and a long-awaited reunion with Armin van Buuren on ‘Follow The Light’, mapped out a sound that was both fiercely contemporary and unmistakably Hardwell. Away from the dancefloor, his collaboration with Apple on a free sample pack for GarageBand and Logic Pro opened his sound design toolkit to a new generation of bedroom producers. 

Online, his footprint is colossal: millions of followers across platforms, billions of streams and video views, and a legacy of livestreamed sets that helped define what a “must-watch” festival performance looks like in the digital age. His 2012 Tomorrowland set, which famously crashed servers, and his 2013 Ultra Miami performance, now counting tens of millions of views, are more than viral moments; they’re historical markers in the story of modern dance music.

Crucially, Hardwell’s influence extends beyond his own name on the bill. His label, Revealed Recordings, has grown into a launchpad for new talent and a benchmark for mainstage-ready club music, reflecting his own evolution in its catalogue. The imprint’s 1000th release, ‘Move’ with KAAZE, doubled as both a milestone and a mission statement: euphoric, high impact, built for the peak of the night. His philanthropic work is similarly ambitious. The World’s Biggest Guestlist concerts in India helped fund the education of over 120,000 children, proof that the scale of his ambitions doesn’t stop at the edge of the stage. 

By 2025, Hardwell was deep into the next chapter. The year opened with Hardwell Presents Euphoria, a new radio concept launched exclusively on Tomorrowland’s One World Radio, giving him a fresh platform to explore his hybrid of big-room, techno and hard dance. At Ultra Miami’s 25th anniversary, he closed the Saturday night mainstage, premiering his single ‘Sanctuary’ to a capacity crowd, a set that summarised his evolution from EDM poster boy to uncompromising mainstage techno force.

The release pipeline that followed was typically intense: ‘Lift Off’, ‘Beat Of The Drum’, ‘Hideaway’, ‘Rave Till My Grave’, a high-powered Afrojack & Hardwell edit of Julian Cross & FISION’s ‘KUTMUG’, the explosive Sub Zero Project and Lil Jon-assisted ‘Brace For Impact’, and ‘Retrograde’, alongside a reunion with Dyro on ‘Not Alone’, their first studio link-up in over a decade since the fan-favourite ‘Never Say Goodbye’. Each track slotted neatly into his new world: tougher, more percussive, but still laced with the kind of melodies that had first put him on the map. Before 2025 drew to a close, Hardwell revived his collaborative Hardwell & Friends EP series, gifting fans to a fourth instalment that traced his evolution through a trio of new weapons: ‘The Partycrasher’ with Chuckie, ‘Rise Again’ with Ryos and ‘Lights Out’ with Olly James.

On the road, 2025 reaffirmed just how deep his headline pull runs. From Neon Music Festival, Siam Songkran and Silesia Beats to A Summer Story, Aura, Electric Love, Airbeat One, Ultra Europe, Weekend Festival, Medusa and Parookaville, he remained a locked-in top line on posters across Europe and beyond. Two weekends at Tomorrowland, a commanding appearance for Resistance at Amnesia Ibiza that involved a much-talked-about back-to-back with Ukrainian duo ARTBAT, and appearances at Mysteryland, Creamfields, Ultra Japan, Ultra Korea, Untold Dubai, Electric Jungle Music Festival, Amsterdam Music Festival and more underlined his versatility across festival brands and continents. Club dates at spots like Illuzion Phuket, Marquee Las Vegas, Laroc Club in Brazil and New York’s Brooklyn Mirage kept him close to the club circuit.

The summer of ’25 also brought a fan-voted, three-city US tour, with Hardwell taking over Echostage in Washington DC, Terminal 5 in New York, and a major outdoor concert at Grand Park in downtown Los Angeles, firmly reconnecting him with his North American audience and capturing the energy of those early-2010s tours through the lens of his current sound. He closed out the year with a special back-to-back performance alongside W&W at Neon Countdown in Bangkok, a fittingly high-octane finale to one of the busiest years of his post-sabbatical era.
Following a relentless, globe-spanning 2025, Hardwell's 2026 schedule shows no sign of easing. Already, his dominant global run has taken in EDC Mexico, where he drew a crowd of 75,000, while an electrifying headline performance at Ultra Music Festival Miami in March reinforced his sustained dominance across the North American festival circuit. In May, Hardwell returns to Las Vegas for a special back-to-back show with Maddix, followed by a headline slot at EDC Las Vegas, both preceding a five-date US tour in June taking in Marquee New York, Echostage (Washington D.C.), Silo (Dallas), Junkyard (Denver) and The Midway (San Francisco).

Further highlights across the summer include Holika Festival, Breda Live, Poney Club, RFM Somnii, Parookaville, Summer Sound, Sunrise Festival and Dance Valley, alongside both weekends of Tomorrowland. A much-anticipated return to Germany's Hockenheim circuit as a headliner for Glücksgefühle Festival, the iconic venue where he became the first DJ to stage a solo show, marks another milestone in his illustrious career.

From precocious teenage resident to twice-crowned World's #1 DJ, from EDM trailblazer to big-room techno disruptor, Hardwell remains driven by the same core instinct: to keep pushing electronic music somewhere new. Whether closing a festival in front of tens of thousands, nurturing future talent through his label, or road-testing new music to millions of listeners, he continues to lead from the front, proving that in a scene obsessed with the next big thing, reinvention can be the most radical act of all.

www.djhardwell.com 
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